Introduction
I am a 'critical postmodernist' who makes web pages that I am told are used by academics globally. While developed initially for an academic audience, wider audiences are also using these web pages. Doing web pages is a highly important medium of communication in teaching, research, and public discourse. In particular, constructing web pages with an intellectual purpose strengthens civil society and education. I develop websites as a free-tothe-public pedagogy. A major contribution is to move beyond linear, sequential approaches to pedagogy into networked interconnectivity. This, for me, is inclusion.
I am a Professor of Management at the College of Business at New Mexico State
University (NMSU) in Las Cruces. NMSU is a land grant university, chartered in the 1862, and built against the jagged backdrop of the 9,000-foot Organ Mountains, in the povertyentrenched city, Las Cruces (2nd largest in the state) with a population estimated at 75,000. Websites' is still on-line.
ii Since Terence got me started, I moved some pages off the university servers that were considered too activist, or threatened their fund raising interests.
iii Education is transforming. Around the world, universities are becoming virtualized.
Cyberspace is playing an increasingly pervasive role in education. The purpose of this chapter is to indicate to faculty and administrators positive cyber-practices of a 'critical postmodernist' professor that can enhance inclusive academic practices. As a 'critical postmodernist' I try to combine Critical Theory with Postmodern Theory. Thus, I have a focus on how education's material practices are changing through the increased use of computers, Internet, and cyberspace technologies. From a postmodern point of view, the web pages I construct for education with ample hypertexts establishes virtual communities that liberate pedagogy from linear typography. There are pros and cons to this work.
Cyberspace and education: Pros and cons
Virtual communities can be defined as webs of social discourse relationships that form in cyberspace (Bieber, Engelbart, Furuta, and Hiltz, 2002; Evans, Wedande, Ralston, and van't Hul, 2001; Falk, 1999; Kardaras, Karakostas, and Papathanassiou, 2003; Rosenberg, 2004 ) . Virtual communities contribute to social openness (Wellman and Gulia, 1999); Walther, 1996 ) . Cyber technology can enhance education, making information more accessible, being able to be in virtual contact with students who are in distant places thus preventing isolation. Virtual learning allows for collaborative projects in virtual teams (Andrews, 2002; Uslaner, 2004 ) . Beyond education, virtual communities allow another means of citizen participation in public discourse. Cyber connection allows otherwise isolated users great freedom of speech, and (synchronous and asynchronous) interaction with virtual classmates and instructors.
Cyber communities coalesce online, in niche virtual communities (Munir, 2000; Wellman and Guilla, 1999) , on a global scale (Garber, 2004; Hampton and Willman, 2001 ) around similar interests and worldviews resulting in positive emotional affect (Kuo, 2003; Whitworth and De Moor, 2003 ) . Cyber World allows for fluid identity, where online interlocutors develop new persona for each interaction situation (Rheingold, 2000) . Cyber communities are a form of social capital, allowing people to share knowledge, and more democratic participation in public life (Flew, 2005; Bakardjieva and Feenberg, 2002; Blanchard and Horan, 1998; Schuler, 1996 ) . Virtual communities, such as Move-On encourage and supplement face-to-face interaction community events (Florida, 2002: 166; Powazek, 2002: 284; Haythornthwaite, 2001; Wellman, Haase, Witte, and Hampton, 2001 to the neglect of face-to-face responsibilities (Mitchell, 2000; Reingold, 1993; Schuler, 1996 ) , Also, access to Internet varies across the world. Opinions vary concerning the exact extent of Internet use. Of the world's 6.6 billion people, only 365 million own a computer. (Newman and Newman, 2001; Rimal and Real, 2003) . Some argue that virtual education and time on the Internet may actually degrade students' academic performance (Bugeja (2005 ) . Kraut et al's (1998) empirical study of effects of Internet use found a decrease in social engagement and in personal happiness. There are also some significant gender issues involved. Men use the Internet more frequently than females. ix The Internet reduces time with family and friends, and increases time with people one has never met face-to-face.
There are significant race issues as most users are white, and from fairly affluent nations.
Virtual communities may lead to a weakening of storytelling skills (Benjamin, 1936) Rosile, 2002, 2003; boje, Rosile, Durant, and Luhman, 2004; Boje, Garder and Smith, 2006 ) . xvii The positive aspect of these critical postmodern websites is to help students get a less managerialist (from view of management and corporate owners) counter-view in their education (e.g. Boje and Rosile, 2008 ) . Each of these webpages has links to other pages, and to other writers.
Fourth, I think a positive contribution of these 'critical postmodern' websites occurs in the area of ethics. My students are mostly sons and daughters of cowboys and ranchers who, for the most part, have never been exposed to critical or postmodern theory. I produce websites with a kind of critical postmodern tenor. I maintain a listing of articles and chapters (many of which have pre-press versions available ), xviii One area of ethics, which I have been exploring is the idea of 'answerability' (Bakhtin, 1990 (Bakhtin, , 1993 We then started meeting in peace vigils twice a week. I did the web work, posting calendars, templates for writing letters to officials, photos of events and so forth. At that time the local press, being quite conservative, refused to give any positive coverage of the peace movement events. This includes writing articles about globalization and peace (Boje, 2007) ,
Dangers of cyberspace
Despite the many positive aspects of cyberspace for teaching and activism, there are some things to take care about. For me, Cyberworld can be addictive. When I started using email, I thought it was fantastic. Now, I spend too many hours a day staring at a screen, composing, sending, receiving and reading, sorting stuff I need from Spam, and filing copies, some for legal purposes, others for research or nostalgia purposes. Once you open yourself to email, people you don't know send you stuff unsolicited, and people you know There are also dangers of cyberspace for storytelling. First, storytelling is more subject to being ripped out of its performative context (be it writing, orality, or dramaturgy), and redistributed without that context to other contexts, where not only authorship is erased, but the sensemaking currency of the storytelling is changed as it passes from site to site on the Internet with each site setting some fragments of storytelling into a new meaning milieu.
Second, storytelling is most apt to be fragmented, with some bits and pieces selectively attached (others ignored) and fitted to other such fragments, then put into some amalgam that distorts whatever contextualized meaning was present to co-participants in its construction, as well as along the pathways of its reconstruction, or decomposition, until there is precious little resemblance to the founding telling. Further, at some point, there is no way to sort out an originary telling, since fragments get arrayed, then passed along as an originary storytelling. This phenomenon was present in face-to-face communication, or the sharing of scriptorium texts, or in the passing along of performance rituals. However, it seems magnified, more pronounced, and common place in Cyber world.
Third, as for Storytelling Organizations, they have their ways and manners of storytelling greatly altered with digital technologies. In the days of land mail, face-to-face meetings, and times where people gathered in a common place, the sensemaking was a bit more multi-sensory (with touching, seeing, smelling, tasting, and hearing), not to mention some other types of sensemaking I cover recently (Boje, 2008) Aristotle's ethics is to propose a middle way between extremes. On one extreme Cyber world is, for me, an addiction, and the overload of email tempts me into workaholism, and IAD. Like any other addiction, it is an extreme behavior, but it is also one, which is encouraged by an overly positive focus on educators and students, as well as universities, keeping up in the digital age. On the other hand, giving people in remote location access to education is an important consideration. At my own university, however, many of the distance courses are populated by students on the main campus, too lazy to walk away form their dorms, or perhaps from their computer screens, and head off to a building across campus.
To find the middle path between the extremes is a noble goal. For me, it means taking breaks, taking my dog Sparky for a walk in the dessert (which he dearly loves), setting aside blocks of time each day when I don't work on web pages, don't do email, don't Skype, or web-surf. I like to take entire weeks in the summer, and week-ends during the year and just unplug from the WWW. It is liberating, but when I return there are hundreds of emails. I have tried putting an attachment to my email, one that says I would like to do some premodern forms of communication, and just find a way to send old-fashioned letters, have a phone call or face-to-face visit instead of another email. I know its so much more efficient to be in touch with hundreds or thousands by email, but I feel I am cut off from my humanness, and from nature. I am preparing to write a book on Premodern Research
Methods. To do this book, I will need to unplug, to spend more time in Nature, in the old ways of note-booking and working with physical texts, instead of Cyber texts. Still I realize that a middle path will be to balance my Being-in-the-World of Nature with Being-in-theCyber-World.
